
Kingdom of Benin Timeline 

National Curriculum Objectives:

History KS2: A non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – one study chosen from: early Islamic 
civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900; Mayan civilization c. AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300

Differentiation:

Beginner Order the eight key events on a marked timeline. Aimed at Year 3 Secure/Year 4 Emerging.
Easy Order the eight key events on a blank timeline. Aimed at Year 4 Secure/Year 5 Emerging.
Tricky Order the ten key events on a marked timeline. Aimed at Year 5 Developing.
Expert Order the ten key events on a blank timeline. Aimed at Year 5 Secure/Year 6 Emerging.
Brainbox Order the twelve key events on a marked timeline. Aimed at Year 6 Developing.
Genius Order the twelve key events on a blank timeline. Aimed at Year 6 Mastery.

More Benin Resources.

Did you like this resource? Don’t forget to review it on our website.
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https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/objectives-filter/?fwp_objective=e1e3b1db0fbdcdea0b98295994310c2a
https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/search/?fwp_topic=benin
https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/ks2-kingdom-benin-timeline-worksheets
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Kingdom of Benin Timeline

Write the dates of each event in the correct order on the timeline.

1451
Oba Ewuare expanded the kingdom 
and set up trading links with 
Portuguese visitors.

1897
Benin City is destroyed by British 
troops and Benin comes under British 
control.

900
The Benin Kingdom was first created 
when lots of smaller villages joined 
together to form a larger community.

400
The Yoruba people started to use iron 
tools which allowed them to clear 
forest land in this area for the first 
time.

1180
The dynasty of the ‘Oba’ began. In 
parts of West Africa, ‘Oba’ is still used 
as a royal title today.

1700
The Benin Kingdom entered a period of 
decline due to a series of civil wars 
and the ending of the slave trade in 
Europe.

1440
The Kingdom of Benin began to 
expand and prosper under the rule of 
Oba Ewuare the Great.

1283
Oba Oguole had the Benin City Wall 
built.
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400 AD 1897 AD1100 AD

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 6. 

7. 

8. 5. 
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6. 1451
Oba Ewuare expanded the kingdom 
and set up trading links with 
Portuguese visitors.

8. 1897
Benin City is destroyed by British 
troops and Benin comes under British 
control.

2. 900
The Benin Kingdom was first created 
when lots of smaller villages joined 
together to form a larger community.

1. 400
The Yoruba people started to use iron 
tools which allowed them to clear 
forest land in this area for the first 
time.

3. 1180
The dynasty of the ‘Oba’ began. In 
parts of West Africa, ‘Oba’ is still used 
as a royal title today.

7. 1700
The Benin Kingdom entered a period of 
decline due to a series of civil wars 
and the ending of the slave trade in 
Europe.

5. 1440
The Kingdom of Benin began to 
expand and prosper under the rule of 
Oba Ewuare the Great.

4. 1283
Oba Oguole had the Benin City Wall 
built.
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Kingdom of Benin Timeline

Write the dates of each event in the correct order on the timeline.

400 AD 1897 AD1100 AD

1. 400

2. 900

3. 1180

4. 1283 6. 1451

7. 1700

8. 18975. 1440
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Kingdom of Benin Timeline

Write the dates of each event in the correct order on the timeline.

1451
Oba Ewuare expanded the kingdom 
and set up trading links with 
Portuguese visitors.

1897
Benin City is destroyed by British 
troops and Benin comes under British 
control.

900
The Benin Kingdom was first created 
when lots of smaller villages joined 
together to form a larger community.

400
The Yoruba people started to use iron 
tools which allowed them to clear 
forest land in this area for the first 
time.

1180
The dynasty of the ‘Oba’ began. In 
parts of West Africa, ‘Oba’ is still used 
as a royal title today.

1700
The Benin Kingdom entered a period of 
decline due to a series of civil wars 
and the ending of the slave trade in 
Europe.

1440
The Kingdom of Benin began to 
expand and prosper under the rule of 
Oba Ewuare the Great.

1283
Oba Oguole had the Benin City Wall 
built.
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400 AD 1897 AD1100 AD
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6. 1451
Oba Ewuare expanded the kingdom 
and set up trading links with 
Portuguese visitors.

8. 1897
Benin City is destroyed by British 
troops and Benin comes under British 
control.

2. 900
The Benin Kingdom was first created 
when lots of smaller villages joined 
together to form a larger community.

1. 400
The Yoruba people started to use iron 
tools which allowed them to clear 
forest land in this area for the first 
time.

3. 1180
The dynasty of the ‘Oba’ began. In 
parts of West Africa, ‘Oba’ is still used 
as a royal title today.

7. 1700
The Benin Kingdom entered a period of 
decline due to a series of civil wars 
and the ending of the slave trade in 
Europe.

5. 1440
The Kingdom of Benin began to 
expand and prosper under the rule of 
Oba Ewuare the Great.

4. 1283
Oba Oguole had the Benin City Wall 
built.
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Kingdom of Benin Timeline

Write the dates of each event in the correct order on the timeline.

400 AD 1897 AD1100 AD

1. 400

2. 900

3. 1180

4. 1283 6. 1451

7. 1700

8. 18975. 1440
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Kingdom of Benin Timeline

Write the dates of each event in the correct order on the timeline.

1130
The dynasty of the Ogiso
kings ended with the rule of 
Ogiso Owodo.

1897
Benin City is destroyed by 
British troops and Benin 
comes under British control.

900
The Benin Kingdom was first 
created when lots of smaller 
villages joined together to 
form a larger community.

1504
Oba Esigie began to rule over 
the Kingdom of Benin. His 
mother Queen Idia played a 
very significant role in her 
son’s rise to power.

1451
Oba Ewuare expanded the 
kingdom and set up trading 
links with Portuguese visitors.

1180
The dynasty of the ‘Oba’ 
began. In parts of West Africa 
‘Oba’ is still used as a royal 
title today.

1700
The Benin Kingdom entered a 
period of decline due to a 
series of civil wars and the 
ending of the slave trade in 
Europe.

1440
The Kingdom of Benin began 
to expand and prosper under 
the rule of Oba Ewuare the 
Great.

1283
Oba Oguole had the Benin 
City Wall built.

400
The Yoruba people started to 
use iron tools which allowed 
them to clear forest land in 
this area for the first time. 

400 AD 1897 AD1100 AD

1. 

2. 

4. 

5. 7. 

9. 

10. 3. 8. 6. 
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Kingdom of Benin Timeline

Write the dates of each event in the correct order on the timeline.

3. 1130
The dynasty of the Ogiso
kings ended with the rule of 
Ogiso Owodo.

10. 1897
Benin City is destroyed by 
British troops and Benin 
comes under British control.

2. 900
The Benin Kingdom was first 
created when lots of smaller 
villages joined together to 
form a larger community.

8. 1504
Oba Esigie began to rule over 
the Kingdom of Benin. His 
mother Queen Idia played a 
very significant role in her 
son’s rise to power.

7. 1451
Oba Ewuare expanded the 
kingdom and set up trading 
links with Portuguese visitors.

4. 1180
The dynasty of the ‘Oba’ 
began. In parts of West Africa 
‘Oba’ is still used as a royal 
title today.

9. 1700
The Benin Kingdom entered a 
period of decline due to a 
series of civil wars and the 
ending of the slave trade in 
Europe.

6. 1440
The Kingdom of Benin began 
to expand and prosper under 
the rule of Oba Ewuare the 
Great.

5. 1283
Oba Oguole had the Benin 
City Wall built.

1. 400
The Yoruba people started to 
use iron tools which allowed 
them to clear forest land in 
this area for the first time. 

400 AD 1897 AD1100 AD

1. 400

2. 900

4. 1180

5. 1283 7. 1451

9. 1700

10. 18973. 1130 8. 15046. 1440
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Kingdom of Benin Timeline

Write the dates of each event in the correct order on the timeline.

1130
The dynasty of the Ogiso
kings ended with the rule of 
Ogiso Owodo.

1897
Benin City is destroyed by 
British troops and Benin 
comes under British control.

900
The Benin Kingdom was first 
created when lots of smaller 
villages joined together to 
form a larger community.

1504
Oba Esigie began to rule over 
the Kingdom of Benin. His 
mother Queen Idia played a 
very significant role in her 
son’s rise to power.

1451
Oba Ewuare expanded the 
kingdom and set up trading 
links with Portuguese visitors.

1180
The dynasty of the ‘Oba’ 
began. In parts of West Africa 
‘Oba’ is still used as a royal 
title today.

1700
The Benin Kingdom entered a 
period of decline due to a 
series of civil wars and the 
ending of the slave trade in 
Europe.

1440
The Kingdom of Benin began 
to expand and prosper under 
the rule of Oba Ewuare the 
Great.

1283
Oba Oguole had the Benin 
City Wall built.

400
The Yoruba people started to 
use iron tools which allowed 
them to clear forest land in 
this area for the first time. 



classroomsecrets.com
Kingdom of Benin Timeline – Benin – Expert  ANSWERS

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2017

Kingdom of Benin Timeline

Write the dates of each event in the correct order on the timeline.

3. 1130
The dynasty of the Ogiso
kings ended with the rule of 
Ogiso Owodo.

10. 1897
Benin City is destroyed by 
British troops and Benin 
comes under British control.

2. 900
The Benin Kingdom was first 
created when lots of smaller 
villages joined together to 
form a larger community.

8. 1504
Oba Esigie began to rule over 
the Kingdom of Benin. His 
mother Queen Idia played a 
very significant role in her 
son’s rise to power.

7. 1451
Oba Ewuare expanded the 
kingdom and set up trading 
links with Portuguese visitors.

4. 1180
The dynasty of the ‘Oba’ 
began. In parts of West Africa 
‘Oba’ is still used as a royal 
title today.

9. 1700
The Benin Kingdom entered a 
period of decline due to a 
series of civil wars and the 
ending of the slave trade in 
Europe.

6. 1440
The Kingdom of Benin began 
to expand and prosper under 
the rule of Oba Ewuare the 
Great.

5. 1283
Oba Oguole had the Benin 
City Wall built.

1. 400
The Yoruba people started to 
use iron tools which allowed 
them to clear forest land in 
this area for the first time. 

1. 400

2. 900

4. 1180

5. 1283 7. 1451

9. 1700

10. 18973. 1130 8. 15046. 1440
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400 AD 1897 AD1100 AD

1. 

2. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

11. 

12. 
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Kingdom of Benin Timeline

Write the dates of each event in the correct order on the timeline.

4. 9. 

1130
The dynasty of the Ogiso kings ended 
with the rule of Ogiso Owodo.

1897
Benin City is destroyed by British 
troops and Benin comes under British 
control.

900
The Benin Kingdom was first created 
when lots of smaller villages joined 
together to form a larger community.

1504
Oba Esigie began to rule over the 
Kingdom of Benin. His mother Queen 
Idia played a very significant role in 
her son’s rise to power.

1180
The dynasty of the ‘Oba’ began. In 
parts of West Africa ‘Oba’ is still used 
as a royal title today.

1700
The Benin Kingdom entered a period of 
decline due to a series of civil wars 
and the ending of the slave trade in 
Europe.

1440
The Kingdom of Benin began to 
expand and prosper under the rule of 
Oba Ewuare the Great.

900
Work was begun on a large moat 
which was built to show the outer 
boundaries of Benin.

400
The Yoruba people started to use iron 
tools which allowed them to clear 
forest land in this area for the first 
time. 

1451
Oba Ewuare expanded the kingdom 
and set up trading links with 
Portuguese visitors.

1283
Oba Oguole had the Benin City Wall 
built.

1514
Oba Esigie established trade links with 
other European visitors from great 
Britain and the Netherlands.

3. 

10. 
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400 AD 1897 AD1100 AD

1. 400

2. 900

5. 1180

6. 1283

7. 1440

8. 1451

11. 1700

12. 1897
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Kingdom of Benin Timeline

Write the dates of each event in the correct order on the timeline.

4. 1130 9. 1504

4. 1130
The dynasty of the Ogiso kings ended 
with the rule of Ogiso Owodo.

12. 1897
Benin City is destroyed by British 
troops and Benin comes under British 
control.

2/3. 900
The Benin Kingdom was first created 
when lots of smaller villages joined 
together to form a larger community.

9. 1504
Oba Esigie began to rule over the 
Kingdom of Benin. His mother Queen 
Idia played a very significant role in 
her son’s rise to power.

5. 1180
The dynasty of the ‘Oba’ began. In 
parts of West Africa ‘Oba’ is still used 
as a royal title today.

11. 1700
The Benin Kingdom entered a period of 
decline due to a series of civil wars 
and the ending of the slave trade in 
Europe.

7. 1440
The Kingdom of Benin began to 
expand and prosper under the rule of 
Oba Ewuare the Great.

2/3. 900
Work was begun on a large moat 
which was built to show the outer 
boundaries of Benin.

1. 400
The Yoruba people started to use iron 
tools which allowed them to clear 
forest land in this area for the first 
time. 

8. 1451
Oba Ewuare expanded the kingdom 
and set up trading links with 
Portuguese visitors.

6. 1283
Oba Oguole had the Benin City Wall 
built.

10. 1514
Oba Esigie established trade links with 
other European visitors from great 
Britain and the Netherlands.

3. 900

10. 1514
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Kingdom of Benin Timeline

Write the dates of each event in the correct order on the timeline.

1130
The dynasty of the Ogiso kings ended 
with the rule of Ogiso Owodo.

1897
Benin City is destroyed by British 
troops and Benin comes under British 
control.

900
The Benin Kingdom was first created 
when lots of smaller villages joined 
together to form a larger community.

1504
Oba Esigie began to rule over the 
Kingdom of Benin. His mother Queen 
Idia played a very significant role in 
her son’s rise to power.

1180
The dynasty of the ‘Oba’ began. In 
parts of West Africa ‘Oba’ is still used 
as a royal title today.

1700
The Benin Kingdom entered a period of 
decline due to a series of civil wars 
and the ending of the slave trade in 
Europe.

1440
The Kingdom of Benin began to 
expand and prosper under the rule of 
Oba Ewuare the Great.

900
Work was begun on a large moat 
which was built to show the outer 
boundaries of Benin.

400
The Yoruba people started to use iron 
tools which allowed them to clear 
forest land in this area for the first 
time. 

1451
Oba Ewuare expanded the kingdom 
and set up trading links with 
Portuguese visitors.

1283
Oba Oguole had the Benin City Wall 
built.

1514
Oba Esigie established trade links with 
other European visitors from great 
Britain and the Netherlands.
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400 AD 1897 AD1100 AD

1. 400

2. 900

5. 1180

6. 1283

7. 1440

8. 1451

11. 1700

12. 1897
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Kingdom of Benin Timeline

Write the dates of each event in the correct order on the timeline.

4. 1130 9. 1504

4. 1130
The dynasty of the Ogiso kings ended 
with the rule of Ogiso Owodo.

12. 1897
Benin City is destroyed by British 
troops and Benin comes under British 
control.

2/3. 900
The Benin Kingdom was first created 
when lots of smaller villages joined 
together to form a larger community.

9. 1504
Oba Esigie began to rule over the 
Kingdom of Benin. His mother Queen 
Idia played a very significant role in 
her son’s rise to power.

5. 1180
The dynasty of the ‘Oba’ began. In 
parts of West Africa ‘Oba’ is still used 
as a royal title today.

11. 1700
The Benin Kingdom entered a period of 
decline due to a series of civil wars 
and the ending of the slave trade in 
Europe.

7. 1440
The Kingdom of Benin began to 
expand and prosper under the rule of 
Oba Ewuare the Great.

2/3. 900
Work was begun on a large moat 
which was built to show the outer 
boundaries of Benin.

1. 400
The Yoruba people started to use iron 
tools which allowed them to clear 
forest land in this area for the first 
time. 

8. 1451
Oba Ewuare expanded the kingdom 
and set up trading links with 
Portuguese visitors.

6. 1283
Oba Oguole had the Benin City Wall 
built.

10. 1514
Oba Esigie established trade links with 
other European visitors from great 
Britain and the Netherlands.

3. 900

10. 1514


